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Why I Officiate
It was a typical youth recreational basketball game, 7th & 8th grade 

boys, in Colchester, Connecticut. On a shivering Saturday afternoon 
in January, in a poorly lit gymnasium, two teams were squaring off 
to give it their best. Gold versus Blue. I am a basketball offi cial and 
have done thousands of these games over the years.  They all kind of 
blend together, but this one turned out to be a memorable one. 

On the Gold team there was a special young boy, a 7th grader 
named Tommy. No one tried harder than Tommy. He was a thin 
boy with glasses standing at 5’4” and weighing about 90 pounds. 
Tommy obviously loved basketball. You could tell it’s what he loved 
to do, and he couldn’t wait for every Saturday to play basketball. 
Tommy has a severe handicap that makes it diffi cult for him to run 
or communicate with his teammates and coaches. But there was one 
thing about Tommy, if he was passed the ball, he was going to shoot! 
Even with both teams trying their best to win the game, everyone in 
the gym cared about Tommy and wanted him to play and have fun 
with his teammates. 

I have offi ciated Tommy for a couple of years and this was the third 
game this season that I had his team. I really admire his determination 
and hard work, and he never gives up. Tommy tries as hard as he can, 
but he is always the last one down the fl oor, trailing his teammates 
by a good 8-10 seconds each time down the fl oor. Even some of my 
fellow referees can beat Tommy down the fl oor. But no one tries 
harder than Tommy. In the fi rst quarter, Tommy, with his unique over 
the head two handed set shot, threw up 4 open shots. He came close 
on a 3 point shot that hit the back of the rim. In the second quarter, 
I had to call Tommy for two fouls, when he hugged the opponent 
with the ball. I couldn’t look the other way on those fouls. But hey, it 
put Tommy in the scorebook! The opposing coach and players were 
terrifi c. When Tommy got the ball, it didn’t matter where he was on 
the court; they let him take an open shot. Tommy managed another 
3 shots in the second quarter, the closest shot being a 10 footer that 
would have been a great shot from 12 feet. 

I looked at Tommy at half-time and he was beaming. He hadn’t 
made a basket yet, but he was “in the game” and he even had two 
fouls! Actually, I haven’t seen Tommy make a basket in the two years 
that I have offi ciated his games. His team was down by 15 points at 
halftime, but you would never know it. In the third quarter, Tommy 
had a break-away lay-up, but wasn’t able to connect. He rimmed out 
a 3 point shot from the top of the key, and shot an air ball from the 
wing. Each time that Tommy shot the ball, the gym was excited and 
you could hear the disappointment when the ball didn’t go in. But 
Tommy was playing, and that is what he loves to do. 

In the fourth quarter, his teammates kept passing him the ball. There 
was a great look from about 15 feet away from the left wing, that just 
fell short; and another 8 footer that had promise grazed the rim. With 
about four minutes left in the game and the Gold team down by 27 
points, Tommy got another opportunity - an opportunity of a lifetime. 
He was 12 feet away on the right side of the court; Tommy got the 
ball and squared up. The ball went high into the air, and to everyone’s 
surprise…. it went IN—nothing but net! Tommy had made his fi rst 
basket of the season! The place erupted. All the fans, 75 or so, gave 
Tommy a standing ovation. I looked over at the opponents’ bench, 
and the coaches were clapping and the players were cheering. I took 
“off” my offi ciating hat for a few seconds and applauded Tommy as 
he ran back down the other end of the court to play defense. I saw 
my partner, Greg, applauding too. Everyone in that gym was elated 

that Tommy’s determination had paid off.  After the game, there were 
lots of high fi ves for Tommy. You could tell he was so happy as I 
gave him a pat on the back. I congratulated the opposing coach on 
his team’s play and sportsmanship. The coach said “Not only did we 
play well, everyone scored!  Even more important, Tommy scored 
for his team!” 

Tommy’s game reminded me of why I offi ciate. It makes the hours 
of training, the thousands of miles that I travel to and from games, and 
the dealing with diffi cult coaches and fans, worth the time and energy 
that it takes to be an offi cial.  It reminded me of all the good things 
that do happen in youth sports. We (offi cials and coaches) play a very 
special role that is so important in promoting good sportsmanship 
and fair play. I know for one young boy named Tommy, that he will 
never forget this game--and neither will I.

This true story was written by Michael Thomas 
a member of IAABO Board 8 in CT, a certifi ed 
basketball offi cial for the past 12 years. 

2010-11 NFHS Basketball Rules Changes

2-8-5;
3-3-8

Changed the guidelines and procedures for identifying 
and removing a player who exhibits signs, symptoms 
and/or behaviors consistent with a concussion.

3-5-3a The list of permissible headband and wristband colors 
was changed to include any single solid school color.

10-3-6i; 
10-5-5

Specifi c rules were added to address the unsporting acts 
of a player leaving the playing court for an unauthorized 
reason to demonstrate resentment, disgust or intimidation 
and team members leaving the bench area and/or playing 
court for an unauthorized reason.

2010-11 Major Editorial Changes

3-3-1a
NOTE;
4-34-2

Clarifi ed that when a substitute is not properly reported, 
the players in the game at the conclusion of the quarter/
when the time-out was granted shall begin play for the 
new quarter/after the time-out. During an intermission, 
all team members are bench personnel for the purpose of 
penalizing unsporting behavior.

3-4-2d

Clarifi ed that a school or conference logo/mascot may 
be located at the apex/opening of the neckline, in the 
corresponding area on the back of the jersey and/or in the 
either side insert.

3-5-2
Clarifi ed the requirements for guards, casts and braces 
and that a protective face mask shall be worn molded to 
the face.

4-4-7d
Clarifi ed that the ball is at the disposal of a player when 
it is available after a goal and the offi cial begins the 
throw-in count.

7-6-6
Clarifi ed that when the ball is awarded to the wrong 
team, the mistake must be rectifi ed before the throw-in 
ends.

2010-11 Points of Emphasis
1.    Rules Enforcement
2.    Sportsmanship
3.    Perimeter Play
4.    Closely-guarded Situations
5.    Principle of Verticality


